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Dear Mr. Attorney General:

As you begin your tenure as our nation’s 86th Attorney General, one issue that demands
your immediate attention is the alarming rise in crime rates across the United States. Crime has
increased in American cities over the past year—dramatically in some cases—as cities have
moved to defund their police forces. Now, as many police departments are bracing for what
experts predict will be a violent summer,' we are concerned about whether the Biden
Administration is prepared to address the surge of violent crime in American cities.”

The radical and reckless decisions by some jurisdictions to defund their police forces
have had a real and devastating effect on American communities. Crime is on the rise in nearly
every category, but perhaps most disturbing is the increase in homicides in major American
cities. The murder rate in major cities increased 33 percent overall in 2020, making it the worst
year since the mid-1990s.® Austin, Texas, saw a 50 percent spike in homicides in 2020,* and Los
Angeles experienced an increase of 11.6 percent in homicides.’ In Minneapolis, the homicide
rate increased 72 percent,® while Portland, Oregon, witnessed the most murders in a year in 27
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years.” In Chicago, 18 people were murdered in a single day in 2020~ the city’s most violent day
in six decades.® :

The early data shows no improvement in crime rates for 2021. According to recent data,
several major American cities have reported increased homicide rates in the first quarter of 2021
compared to the same period in 2020.° For example, Chicago has experienced a 36 percent
increase in homicides in 2021.!° Philadelphia reported a 25 percent increase in homicides so far
in 2021, and Los Angeles reported a 41 percent increase.!!

In the face of deteriorating public safety in American communities, it confounds us, and
we hope you, that cities across the country even entertain the idea of defunding their police
departments. Yet, over the past year, we have seen several major cities pursue these radical and
reckless policies. Last year, Los Angeles defunded its police department to the tune of $150
million, reducing its police force to its lowest levels in a decade.'? San Francisco cut its police
budget by $120 million,' even as the city reported significant increases in homicides, burglaries,
arsons, and thefts.!* Seattle cut its police budget by $69 million as homicides in the city hit the
highest levels in over a decade.'® Most shockingly, after slashing its police budget by nearly $1
billion, New York City saw a 97 percent rise in shootings and almost a 45 percent increase in
homicides.'® And, notabty, the Congressional Budget Office confirmed that HL.R. 1280, the
“George Floyd Justice in Policing Act 0of 2021,” passed on a party line vote in the House of
Representatives in March, would place an unfunded mandate on state and local police
departments, costing them “several hundred million of dollars annually.”!”
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The mission of the Department of Justice is, in part, to ensure public safety and to
provide federal leadership in preventing crime.'® Now, more than ever, the men and women of
American law-enforcement agencies across the country need strong and vocal federal support.
As local law enforcement agencies brace for a difficult summer, we ask that you reject the
radical demands of those who wish to weaken law enforcement by defunding the police and
other tactics. We must support law enforcement and the vital work they do each day to serve our
communities and keep us safe. Of primary importance is the strong support that you and the U.S.
Department of Justice can provide by rejecting radical and reckless proposals to defund the
police.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
~ -
'&MJ
Kevin McCarthy imJ
Republican Leader Ra

Committee on the Judiciary

'8 Dep’t of Justice, About DOJ, Our Mission Statement, https://www.justice.gov/about.



